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James-Brent Styan : Blackout: The Eskom Crisis  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Blackout: The Eskom Crisis: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A BOOK TO BE READ FAR AND WIDE BY SOUTH 
AFRICANS AND THOSE WHO LOVE THIS LANDBy tony daltonI have worked in the utility in question for many 
years ending at the end of 1997and am a South African citizenwe have had much information from various sources 
about the ongoing Eskom crisismost of the information was inadequate, vague and some patently incorrectthis book 
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reveals so much about the disastrous steps to remedy the crisis and theconsequences of bad governace and bad 
government in SAthe electricity woes of SA at the present time are one of the chief causes of a very serious economic 
slump and lack of growthin the SA economythis is a book of quality research and deserves to be widely readthe writer 
pulls no punches and has done his homeworkhopefully there are many in SA who will take up the challenge and try to 
remedy the bad situation that we are in here1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very comprehensive 
treatment of the topicBy Wayne KitchingThis book is well-researched and included issues I've already forgotten about 
(like the cancelled Rio Tinto Alcan smelter for Coega). It appears not to push specific agendas, and doesn't paint a 
false picture of a perfect Escom/Eskom in the olden days.There are a few editorial issues which detracted slightly from 
the reading experience. Also, in parts the book read like a newspaper article.I'd recommend "Blackout: The Eskom 
Crisis" to anyone in South Africa who wants to understand the Energy crisis in South Africa better, including people 
within the power industry, policy makers, business leaders and ordinary citizens.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. BlackoutBy moonlionessI read this book in 2015 and then gave it to an energy engineer inPoland and 
now want the electronic version. excellent read.

A blow-by-blow account into the degeneration of Eskom from global energy power-house to dysfunctional monolith. 
In 1998 the government was warned that the country was running out of electricity. Yet the decision was taken not to 
invest in new power stations. In 2007, as predicted, South Africa ran out of electricity. Eight years later the crisis has 
deepened, and despite assurances by government, this has the potential to become the biggest post-apartheid crisis in 
South Africa. By 2015 load shedding cost the economy an estimated R2 billion per day. Is the situation getting better 
or worse? Are the interventions working or is a blackout inevitable? What can be done and what do future scenarios 
look like? Blackout - The Eskom Crisis gives compelling insight into each aspect of the energy crisis - from load 
shedding to leadership, policy to politi to nuclear versus renewable energy - and unpacks the debates raging in 
households across South Africa today.


