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Thomas A. Lisk : The Complete Idiot's Guide to Success as a Professional Speaker  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Idiot's Guide to Success as a 
Professional Speaker: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Best and Most Comprehensive Book on Public SpeakingBy Dr. 
Richard G. PettyPublic speaking is both an art and a science, yet sadly many people with important ideas to share are 
not good at presenting their material, while some excellent presenters are long on style and short on content, leaving 
you with transient enthusiasm or a warm fuzzy feeling that is ultimately as satisfying as cold Chinese food.Dr. Thomas 
Lisk is a highly experienced public speaker with over thirty years of presenting ideas and concepts, as well as running 
a high-end speaker bureau. But more than that, he has carefully dissected every aspect of public speaking and presents 
a clear map that any aspiring speaker can follow. It is so important to realize that public speaking is not only for fluent 
extroverts who can tell a good story. If you have passion and a message, public speaking is a skill that you can 
learn.Not only has this book been carefully thought out and produced by a genuine expert in the field of public 
speaking, the familiar "Complete Idiot's Guide" format, with its short, pithy paragraphs and chapters, and text boxes 
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highlighting or reinforcing important points, makes the book extremely easy to read, and will likely leave you buzzing 
with ideas on how you, personally, could implement the ideas and plans.This book contains plenty of material for the 
rank beginner, as well as the more experienced speaker. Even after giving more than 5,000 speeches, keynotes and 
workshops, as well as teaching speaking skills to others, I learned a great deal from it.This is not only a book for 
people who want to do paid speaking engagements; it is for anyone who wants to get better at communicating.If you 
have ideas or concepts that you MUST share with the world, then this is the best book that I know of, and probably the 
only one that you will ever need.Very highly recommended.Richard G. Petty, MD, author of Healing, Meaning and 
Purpose: The Magical Power of the Emerging Laws of Life0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Robin C.Excellent advice in book.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A wealth of terrifc 
information you can use todayBy Marlin KeeslerYou will find "Success as a Professional Speaker" easy to navigate 
and full of very useful and relevant ideas you can put to immediate use. In addition to the academic information this 
book is packed with valuable tidbits of wisdom that will propel any speaker to the next level. As defined in this guide, 
I have been introduced to speaking through the back door. "The back door is reserved for people who have become 
speakers not primarily because speaking was something they always wanted to do, but because the circumstances of 
their lives brought them to the speaking world."Given my entrance into this profession coupled with the fact that I 
have been a life long introvert, I have needed all of the help I can get to assist overcoming obvious barriers. I have 
read this guide cover to cover and now use it regularly as reference material. It has assisted me as a novice and I will 
continue to use it as I further develop into a professional. I have several books on speaking. This is one of the best. I 
highly recomend it.Marlin Keesler "Go The Distance Dad" [...]

Get the gift of gab.In this guide, readers will find indispensable information on how to pursue public speaking as a 
full- or part-time career. Written by a 30-year veteran public speaker and bureau chief, this book shares details, advice, 
and insider tips on how to prosper in this highly competitive and lucrative field.* Expert author in a rapidly growing 
field* Contains inside tips on every aspect of speaking professionally* Clear and practical information about how to 
set up a professional speaker's business and promote it* Suggestions for extra goods and services for additional 
revenue* Features event planning and organizing strategies and instructive anecdotes from the field

About the AuthorThomas A. Lisk is the founder and president of Professional Speakers Bureau International, which 
has represented over 450 expert speakers for over 30 years. A professional speaker, workshop coordinator, and 
consultant, Lisk has built hundreds of novice experts into well-paid motivational and instruction professional speakers. 


