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Emergence of the Global Political Economy (International Relations and History Series): 

The Emergence of the Global Political Economy challenges the assumption that the international political economy is 
a recent phenomenon. Instead this volume asserts that the current global political economy began to take shape around 
1500 and that some of today's key processes were already perceivable several hundred years ago.The book explains 
the interdependence between long-term economic growth, global political leadership and global war and how this 
interdependence has evolved over the last 500 years, and includes discussion of:*the ascendence of Western Europe 
and the significance of the 1490s *the military superiority thesis*sequences of leadership and of challenge to the 
global political economy*the importance of commodities from sugar and cloth to slaves and bullion*the Anglo-
American rivalry until the First World War.

'Thompson is refreshingly free from the reductionism that all too often accompanies discussions of this type.' - Jeremy 
Black, History Today, vol. 50, Sept 2000About the AuthorWilliam R. Thompson is Professor of Political Science at 
Indiana University and was formerly co-editor of International Studies Quarterly (1994-1998). His publications 
include The Great Powers and the Global Struggle, 1490-1990 (1994) and Great Power Rivalries (1998). 


