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Idealist.org, Stephanie Land : The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World: How to Turn Your Good 
Intentions into Actions that Make a Difference  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World: How to Turn Your Good 
Intentions into Actions that Make a Difference: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. goodBy dodoThe book talks about all spectrum of the non-profit 
world. Chapters are short, and keeps you interested in reading. Its an easy read2 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Very useful resource. Highly recommend.By PatsgirlforeverThis is a wonderful resource for those that 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001RDCJDU


want a make a difference in the world. Great book great website!3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Well done!By Lauren BrasileI purchased this book thinking I would be helping Idealist.org with a product purchase, 
but once I started reading, I realized how I would be helping myself! I found the book well done and informative.

From the world?s largest nonprofit networking website?a resource that gives readers the tools they need to make a 
difference.Part career guide, part activist?s handbook, The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World provides 
tools and inspiration for anyone who wants to make a difference but doesn?t know where to start. Inspired by 
Idealist.org?s 600,000-member online community and their ongoing search for work that gives back to the world, this 
practical reference walks readers through the different ways they can get involved and the range of possibilities for 
applying one?s interests and skills to meet their community?s needs. Idealist.org?s staff gives a comprehensive 
understanding of the issues, options, organizations, and resources so readers can be proactive, whether it?s through 
one?s current job, volunteering, donating, personal spending, board service, starting an organization, or changing 
careers.

ldquo;The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World helps idealists of all ages to assess and identify their 
interests and motivations, and provides the tools, strategies, and inspiration to become engaged and active 
citizens.rdquo; mdash;Jon McConnell, Associate Director for Public Service Education, Haas Center for Public 
Service, Stanford University ldquo;Given the explosion of interest in trying to make a differencemdash;through 
offering time, talent, or treasuremdash; this book provides compelling, easy-to-follow guidance on how to turn good 
intentions into effective world- changing actions.rdquo; mdash;Kevin F.F. Quigley, President, National Peace Corps 
Association ldquo;At once practical and inspirational, this book asks the simple but penetrating questions: Are you an 
idealist? If so, what are you going to do about it? A must-read for anyone interested in making a difference, changing 
their life and communitymdash;in short, building a better world.rdquo; mdash;Patrick Corvington, Senior Associate, 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation ldquo;This has to be the single best book for those who want to translate good 
intentions into action. hellip;Whoever you are, whatever you are doing, this book will empower you to help make this 
world a better place. A must- read for idealists everywhere!rdquo; mdash;Bill Alberta, Associate Director, Cornell 
Career Services ldquo;Idealist.orgrsquo;s website has been a powerhouse of information and knowledge for over a 
decade, and this new book captures and shares those resources with anyone who has ever hoped to lsquo;make a 
difference.rsquo; hellip;This book should prevent the idealist in anyone from becoming a pessimistic realist.rdquo; 
mdash;Beth Olson, Associate Director, Center for Career Education, Columbia University ldquo;The Idealist.org 
Handbook to Building a Better World shows us how to consider making a difference in unconventional wayshellip;. 
The most empowering message from the experts at Idealist.org is that building a better world through taking action is 
possible, no matter how small that action may be.rdquo; mdash;Linda Arra, Director, Career Services, Lafayette 
College ldquo;This book is an outstanding resource for anyone who wants to make a difference but is not sure how to 
begin. This down-to-earth, highly informative book is useful both to beginning job seekers and experienced 
professionals considering a career change. I highly recommend this book.rdquo; mdash;Dee Thompson, Director, 
Career Center, Portland State UniversityAbout the AuthorIdealist.org, a nonprofit organization founded in 1995, 
facilitates connections between individuals and institutions that are interested in improving their communities. 
Stephanie Land was a book editor in New York City before becoming a freelance writer and editor.Excerpt. copy; 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Table of ContentsTitle PageCopyright 
PageAcknowledgementsPrefaceIntroductionnbsp;PART I - An Idealist Is BornChapter 1 - I Want to Help, Where Do I 
Start?Chapter 2 - Nonprofit BasicsChapter 3 - Where Do I Fit In?Chapter 4 - ALL Experience Is Relevantnbsp;PART 
II - Taking ActionChapter 5 - Everything You Need to Know About VolunteeringChapter 6 - Everything You Need to 
Know About Board ServiceChapter 7 - Everything You Need to Know About Personal Philanthropynbsp;PART III - 
Idealism at WorkChapter 8 - Everything You Need to Know About Changing the World Through Your 
WorkplaceChapter 9 - Everything You Need to Know About Corporate Social ResponsibilityChapter 10 - Changing 
the World and Getting Paid to Do ItChapter 11 - The Searchnbsp;ConclusionAppendix AAppendix B - Additional 
Resources on Idealist.orgAdditional ReadingEndnotesIndexPraise for The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better 
Worldldquo;The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World helps idealists of all ages assess and identify their 
interests and motivations, and provides the tools, strategies, and inspiration to become engaged and active 
citizens.rdquo;mdash;Jon McConnell, Associate Director for Public Service Education, Haas Center for Public 
Service, Stanford Universitynbsp;ldquo;Archimedes, the Greek mathematician, said, lsquo;Give me a lever and a 
place to stand and Irsquo;ll move the world.rsquo; This book is a timely primer on what our own lever might look like, 
and where we should put it if we wish to change the world. Given the explosion of interest in trying to make a 
differencemdash;through offering time, talent, or treasuremdash;this book provides compelling, easy-to-follow 
guidance on how to turn good intentions into effective world-changing actions.rdquo;mdash;Kevin F.F. Quigley, 
President, National Peace Corps Associationnbsp;nbsp;ldquo;At once practical and inspirational, this book asks the 
simple but penetrating questions: Are you an idealist? If so, what are you going to do about it? A must-read for anyone 



interested in making a difference, changing their life and communitymdash;in short, building a better 
world.rdquo;mdash;Patrick Corvington, Senior Associate, The Annie E. Casey Foundationnbsp;nbsp;ldquo;This has to 
be the single best book for those who want to translate good intentions into action. It clearly presents the myriad ways 
in which each of us, regardless of our age, resources, or preferences, can have a positive impact on our community. 
Whoever you are, whatever you are doing, this book will empower you to help make this world a better place. A must-
read for idealists everywhere! rdquo;mdash;Bill Alberta, Associate Director, Cornell Career Servicesldquo;This book 
provides invaluable advice by helping readers reflect upon their dreams for building a better world then find ways to 
turn those good intentions into action. Its tone is refreshingly non-ideological, non-preachy, and just plain practical. I 
would highly recommend this book to individuals of all ages, as well as to university and community 
libraries.rdquo;mdash;Bill Nolting, Assistant Director of Education Abroad, University of Michigan International 
Centernbsp;nbsp;ldquo;The concept for this book is so heartwarming. It tugs at, tempts, and thrills the idealist in all of 
us. With so many examples of ways to invest time, talent, and dollars, it underscores the idea that anyone can help 
make the world a better place. As with any good guidebook, you will find yourself marking it up and referring to it 
often.rdquo;mdash;Linda Wiener, Aging and Workforce Consultant, Wiener Training and Consulting 
Groupnbsp;nbsp;ldquo;Idealist.orgrsquo;s website has been a powerhouse of information and knowledge for more 
than a decade, and this new book captures and shares those resources with anyone who has ever hoped to lsquo;make a 
difference.rsquo; Not only do the explanations make the nonprofit sector accessible, but the emphasis on using solid 
career-education tools, such as self-assessment, research, and networking, ensures identifying and finding a perfect fit 
for using onersquo;s skills, time, or resources to build a better world. This book should prevent the idealist in anyone 
from becoming a pessimistic realist.rdquo;mdash;Beth Olson, Associate Director, Center for Career Education, 
Columbia Universitynbsp;nbsp;ldquo;Idealist has taken another step toward removing the barriers between bright 
ideas and good actions, empowering people of all ages and talents to contribute toward building that better 
world.rdquo;mdash;Lynne Schuman, Director of Career Services and Alumni Affairs, Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs, University of Minnesotaldquo;From donating money to exploring corporate social responsibility, this resource 
will engage all who want to create a better world. It goes beyond other volunteer resources by discussing ways to 
contribute in nonprofit and for-profit organizations, in the workplace as well as through volunteering. The creative 
suggestions for involvement offer a fresh look at civic engagement.rdquo;mdash;Andrea Smith Shappell, Assistant 
Director, Center for Social Concerns, University of Notre Damenbsp;ldquo;An absolute must-have for any college 
career adviser! This book provides the needed tools to enable students and alums to explore options in nonprofit from 
volunteering to making career changes. The in-depth materials in this book provide keen insight into motivation, self-
knowledge, organizations, resources, and much more. This is a much-needed resource.rdquo;mdash;Greg Hatch, 
Assistant Director, The Career Center, University of Illinoisnbsp;ldquo;The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better 
World offers an often overlooked message that you can contribute to the nonprofit world in many ways beyond direct 
service. There is great information about how to contribute your time, expertise, or money through volunteering, board 
service, and philanthropy, whether you work at a for-profit or nonprofit organization. This book conveys its message 
in an inspiring, no-nonsense style and provides a concrete roadmap to help you move from good intentions to actions. 
I highly recommend it.rdquo;mdash;Joseph Du Pont, Esq., Director, Hiatt Career Center, Brandeis 
Universitynbsp;ldquo;The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World shows us how to make a difference in 
unconventional ways. It opens the readerrsquo;s mind to overlooked talents and forgotten passions and inspires action. 
The most empowering message from the experts at Idealist.org is that building a better world through taking action is 
possible, no matter how small that action may be. This is a provocative yet practical guide for readers to uncover their 
passions and skills and use them to make a difference, not only for others but also for themselves.rdquo;mdash;Linda 
Arra, Director, Career Services, Lafayette Collegeldquo;For anyone who wants to make a positive difference in the 
world, I can hardly think of a more excellent resource. This book is a very practical guide to putting onersquo;s desire 
to help others into action. Whether through gifts of time, talent, or treasure, this marvelous work provides a roadmap 
for taking concrete steps toward enhancing the lives of others.rdquo;mdash;Jim Lindsay, Executive Director, Catholic 
Network of Volunteer Servicenbsp;nbsp;ldquo;Designed for those looking to make positive contributions to society, 
this book leads individuals through a process of self-assessment by encouraging them to think about the issues that 
matter most to them, as well as their experience, skills, and limitations. Filled with valuable resources, this is perfect 
for the individual who has always wanted to give back but never knew where to start. Start by reading this book! 
rdquo;mdash;Rebecca Zirm, Director of Recruitment, Mandel Center for Nonprofit Organizationsnbsp;nbsp;ldquo;For 
those who find themselves asking the question, lsquo;How can I make a difference in my community?rsquo; The 
Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World is an excellent place to discover some answers. This is the best 
resource for living a life of action that makes a difference. I know of no other resource that packs so much practical 
information for those who seek to contribute to the common good.rdquo;mdash;Scott Hudgins, Assistant Dean, The 
Graduate School, University of North Carolina at Greensboronbsp;nbsp;ldquo;The Idealist.org Handbook to Building 
a Better World is an outstanding resource for anyone who wants to make a difference but is not sure how to begin. 
This down-to-earth, highly informative book is useful both to beginning job seekers and experienced professionals 



considering a career change. I highly recommend this book.rdquo;mdash;Dee Thompson, Director, Career Center, 
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