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Since the 2007 financial crisis, discussion on issues related to the size, spread and frequency of financial crises has 
captivated a wide variety of audiences. Why has the world economy experienced such a marked increase in financial 
transactions and private and public indebtedness since the 1980s? How have middle-income developing countries 
suddenly become a part of this dynamic? And, most importantly, how has the topic of financial crises been featured in 
householdsrsquo; daily discussions in both developed and developing parts of the world?
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