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Rivlin : The Israeli Economy from the Foundation of the State through the 21st Century  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Israeli Economy from the Foundation of 
the State through the 21st Century: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lacking in providing the perspectiveBy SEOUROCKThe book is 
composed of sub-economic sectors like demograhics, religion, policy, etc and is covered with both statistical figures 
and explanations about those each seperately. But only the figures prevent readers from getting in touch with what is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004P1JF9M


really moving in the economy. The analysis is not deep enough, nor comprehensive and coherent, failing in providing 
any systematic and coherent perspective. I think much of the book seems to be what could be obtained from the 
reports or overviews from the internet or other sources. The good thing of the book is that it might be the one which 
has collected, in the form of one book, something like those, or that the book could be used as one of the starting 
points to deepen the understanding of the Israeli economy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Long on 
the history, short on the analysisBy Naftali 007So much of the book relates the story of what happened, but without 
much thought it appears about why it happened or the effects of what happened. The basis of my criticism is clear 
when he did his chapter on 'Globalization and High Technology'. There is no mention of where in Israel companies 
were started and where they suceeded and perhaps why some areas were better or worse for high-tech development. 
What could have been a better place for discussion of how Israeli culture has spilled over to the Israeli Arabs in 
Nazareth and to the Palestinians in Ramallah. I wonder if there exists some kind of connection between development 
in Israeli high-tech and what is happening in Amman, Jordan in terms of its high-tech companies. No guidance from 
our author and this would have been extremely valuable.Instead we get a little better treatment when he comes to his 
chapter on the Palestinians. There we get a little more analysis and discussion about the settlements and some idea of 
where events may carry us. Perhaps it was a pet concern of his.

This book analyzes the development of the Israeli economy in its historical context. It shows how the ideology of the 
dominant group in the Zionist movement led to the development of agriculture, thus meeting the preconditions for 
successful industrialization. Remarkable, if uneven, growth has taken place, with increasing allocations for defense. 
Regional isolation led to the emphasis on high-quality exports for developed markets that has stimulated the 
technological base. Israel has benefited from mass immigration and increased access to foreign capital, factors that 
have transformed the economy. The book includes chapters on the development of the Jewish community in Palestine 
during the British Mandate; macroeconomic developments and economic policy; globalization and high technology; 
defense; the economics of the Arab minority; Israeli settlements and relations with the Palestinians; and the role of 
religion. It concludes with an examination of the socioeconomic divisions that have widened as the economy has 
grown.

"Paul Rivlin provides a rich and detailed long duree analysis of the Israeli economy that stretches beyond the economy 
into a sociological and political study of contemporary Israel. The work is detailed, comprehensive, and immensely 
useful for students of Israeli politics and society." - Guy Ben-Porat, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev"Rivlin's 
definitive, balanced work on the Israeli economy reveals its strengths while emphasizing the costs of growth and the 
obstacles facing its further acceleration. By subjecting the country's key domestic and foreign policy issues to 
dispassionate economic analysis, he reveals their associated costs and benefits while providing implicit guidance for 
their resolution. As such, this study is relevant not just to the country's economy, but to its society and polity as well. It 
is essential reading for anyone interested in contemporary Israel." - Robert Springborg, Naval Postgraduate School, 
Monterey, California"Thorough and easily read, Rivlin's fine work contextualizes and narrates Israel's unique 
economic development. With the experience of an economist and the eye of an historian, he carefully assesses how its 
talented population, socialist roots, waves of immigration, religion, security needs, Arab minority, the conflict, and 
globalization all shaped its changing economic history. Having carefully woven a fine tapestry, Rivlin has set the 
scholarly standard for a central facet of modern Israeli history." - Kenneth W. Stein, Emory University"A much-
needed addition to Israeli studies, Rivlin's comprehensive book on the Israeli economy excels in its scale and scope, 
offers a cogent case for the country's past impressive economic achievements, and confronts its future challenges." - 
Howard M. Wachtel, Founding Director, Center for Israeli Studies, American UniversityAbout the AuthorPaul Rivlin 
is the Sandra Glass Senior Fellow at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East and African Studies at Tel Aviv 
University. He is the author of four other books: The Dynamics of Economic Policy Making in Egypt (1985), The 
Israeli Economy (1992), Economic Policy and Performance in the Arab World (2001) and Arab Economies in the 
Twenty-First Century (2009), as well as numerous monographs, papers, contributed chapters, articles and reports on 
economic development in the Middle East and on international energy markets, defense and trade economics. 
Educated at Cambridge, Harvard and London Universities, he has taught undergraduate and graduate courses on 
Middle East economics at Tel Aviv University, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and London University and he 
has been a visiting professor of economics at Emory University. He has lectured in the United States, China, Canada, 
Egypt, India, Japan, Turkey and Europe. 


