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Framework (Routledge Studies in the Modern World Economy):

The ideas contained in Karl Popperrsgquo;s The Open Society and Its Enemiesmdash;one of the most important tracts
in political philosophy in the twentieth centurymdash;are relevant to anyone seeking to understand the recent history
of the East Asian economies. Even though Popper wrote his tract to provide an explanation for both the rise and
objectionable nature of totalitarian regimesin Europe in the twentieth century, many of the arguments that he
advanced in this European context also explain the social, political and economic relationships that are seen in modern
South Eastern Asian economies.The narrative of this book is driven by aresearch agendathat isinter-disciplinary in
nature, since to make the link between the Popperian framework and East Asian socio-economic relationships the
contributing authors needed to draw upon research fields as far apart as political philosophy and East-Asian studies.
With one or two exceptions, however, nearly al of the contributing authors have a background in economics, and this
background is reflected in the way that they have sought to tackle the research question. This book is, in short, an inter-
disciplinary exercise undertaken from an economics perspective, and hence it may best be described as an exercisein
political economy rather than pure analytical economics.The novelty of juxtaposing Popperian ideas with a discussion
of social, political and economic development in South East Asia makes this narrative of interest to both political
philosophers and specialists in South East Asian economies. The key insight drawn from the analysisis that although
Karl Popperrsquo;s The Open Society and Its Enemies was a product of a European time and place, it is also relevant
to anyone seeking to understand the recent history of the East Asian economies.

About the AuthorProfessor Gregory Moore is Professor of Economics, The University of Notre Dame, Australia. He
has published extensively in international refereed journals and was co-editor of the History of Economics from 2007
to 2011.



